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ABSTRACT 

 

Every country can be ensured always has their own military force to support and 

maintain national defences. Military forces in Indonesia are called Tentara Nasional 

Indonesia ( TNI ). There is a criminal act only can be done by soldier which is called the 

crime of desertion. Desertion is the crime that done by soldier or military by way run away, 

escape from their duty ( desert ) based on Code of Military Criminal Law Article 87. The 

purpose of this research is to find out the reason that a soldier escaped from their duty ( 

desert ) and how the Military Court of Yogyakarta settle the case of desertion that the 

culprit was not found. The method of this research is using normative legal research which 

is focus on the law or regulation. The conclusion of this research is, the reason caused 

Indonesia soldier do the crime of desertion are luxurious lifestyles, dishonesty, and having 

a debt. The only way to process of the settlement of desertion crime that culprit was not 

found is investigation and examination culprit and examination at his trial conducted In-

Absentia or conducted without the presence of the perpetrator. 

 

Keywords : In-Absentia, Military, Desertion. 
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