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ABSTRACT 

The aim of this study is to describe factors that cause the practices of prostitution 

and the law enforcement activities towards prostitution and the procurer (mucikari) 

under the jurisdiction of Regional Police of Daerah Istimewa Yogyakarta Province 

(Polda DIY).  Prostitution is the practice of enganging in sexual activity in 

exchange for immediate payment in money or other valuables. Prostitution is a 

branch of the sex industry that is parallel to pornography, strip dancing, and even 

all livelihoods that concern the exploitation of sexual activities and performances 

relating to sexuality to entertain others in order to obtain various financial needs 

or valuables. 

The research method used in this study is normative method with legislative and 

legal analysis approach.  The type of data used is secondary data. Secondary data 

sources used include primary legal materials and secondary legal materials. The 

data collection technique used is interview and literature study. 

The research findings indicate that practices of prostitution in Daerah Istimewa 

Yogyakarta are mainly caused by three factors: Economic factor, prostitution is 

considered as a shortcut to obtain the prostitutes’ financial needs; Job competition, 

which is mainly caused by the lack of job opportunities in the formal sector; and 

heartbreaks, mainly caused by experiences the prostitutes went through, such as 

failure of marriage, divorce, rape, or being cheated by their partners. 

The efforts of law enforcement conducted by Regional Police of Daerah Istimewa 

Yogyakarta Province on prostitution are mainly focused on law enforcement 

activities in general and law enforcement towards the procurers of prostitution.  

The law enforcement in general are conducted by various activities, such as 

monitoring, receiving complaints and reports, investigating, executing police 

operation, carrying out social development programs.   The law enforcement 

focused on the procurers are conducted by executing police operations such as 

Operasi Cipta Kondisi and Operasi Pekat to capture and arrest the procurers. 

Keywords: Prostitution, Law enforcement, Regional Police of Daerah Istimewa 

Yogyakarta Province 
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