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Abstract  

The United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran 1980 case was a case of forced 
occupation of the United States Embassy Building and hostage-taking of diplomatic officials, 
consular officers, Embassy staff, and visitors to the Embassy carried out by Iranian militant students. 
This study focuses on the analysis of the actions of Iranian militant students who occupied and took 
hostage US diplomatic officials in Tehran based on the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations. This study uses a normative legal research method based on international conventions 
and decisions of the International Court of Justice handling this case. Based on the study, it was 
found that the actions taken by Iranian militant students and the Iranian Government were contrary 
to the principles of Diplomatic Law in the 1961 Vienna Convention. The advice that can be given 
based on this case is that the receiving states must uphold and implement the rules in the 1961 Vienna 
Convention and the principles in Diplomatic and Consular Law, as well as Customary International 
Law.  

Keywords: Principles, Diplomatic Law, Hostages, Iranian Militant Students, United States, 

Tehran. 

1. PENDAHULUAN 

Setiap negara tidak dapat terlepas 
dari adanya hubungan antar negara. 
Pada pelaksanaannya, negara 
memerlukan hubungan persahabatan 
dan kerjasama yang baik dengan negara 
lain demi menjaga stabilitas dan 
keamanan masing-masing negara. Suatu 
negara menjalin hubungan dengan 
negara lain dilakukan dalam bentuk 

 
1 Edi Suryono, Perkembangan Hukum 

Diplomatik (Bandung: Penerbit Mandar Maju, 
1992), 1. 

pertukaran misi diplomatik 1 . Misi 
diplomatik ini dilaksanakan oleh 
pejabat-pejabat diplomatik, seperti 
kepala misi, anggota misi, agen 
diplomatik, dan lainnya. Demi 
pelaksanaan misi yang efektif dan tepat 
sasaran, para pejabat diplomatik ini 
diberikan hak kekebalan dan 
keistimewaan diri diplomatik dan juga 
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ABSTRACT 

The United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran 1980 case was a case 

of forced occupation of the United States Embassy Building and hostage-taking of 

diplomatic officials, consular officers, Embassy staff, and visitors to the Embassy 

carried out by Iranian militant students. This study focuses on the analysis of the 

actions of Iranian militant students who occupied and took hostage US diplomatic 

officials in Tehran based on the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

This study uses a normative legal research method based on international 

conventions and decisions of the International Court of Justice handling this case. 

Based on the study, it was found that the actions taken by Iranian militant students 

and the Iranian Government were contrary to the principles of Diplomatic Law in 

the 1961 Vienna Convention. The advice that can be given based on this case is that 

the receiving states must uphold and implement the rules in the 1961 Vienna 

Convention and the principles in Diplomatic and Consular Law, as well as 

Customary International Law.  

 

Keywords: Principles, Diplomatic Law, Hostages, Iranian Militant Students, 

United States, Tehran.  
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